


The Lucky U program is unigue in
that the most important factor
is buiiding healthy relationships.
Throughout my confusing and
demanding high school years, |
found a friend and teacher in Mr.
Stoddard.”

Nadia Gushin, former student

— areminder of the promise they made to
themselves to meet life’s challenges with
strength of character. The adult giving this
card will take a few minutes to talk to the
young person about the importance of their
life and direction, not only for themselves,
but for the community.

It is Stoddard’s hope that the adult will
offer to be a caring listener or supportive
guide/advocate/counselor to the young
person, should that need arise. In Stod-
dard’s view this is not mentoring. Lucky
U does not look for that level of time and
commitment, but rather a connection
with a caring adult.

Just one such friend can mean all the dif-
ference in how the young person makes
choices in life. Stoddard urges those who
think character education is important
to do something about it: support young
people and help them build the character
and skills needed to deal with everything
life may throw at them. Buying candy or
cookies from sponsoring organizations is
needed, but it is not enough. Aninvestment
of time and self will make a difference.

Lucky U, along with the Orange County
Youth Bureau, is reaching out to the com-
munity now. The Chester Kiwanis Club
has been involved with Lucky U for some
time. But more help is needed. Businesses
can sign up as partners. Youth groups or
service organizations wishing to partici-
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pate in the benefit card program can con-
tact Stoddard at 469-4769 or visit www.
Iuckyu.com. Individuals wishing to obtain
benefit cards/youth cards can contact him
for the name of a sponsoring organization.
Other communities can find out how to
implement this program in their area.

An official ceremony recognizing Orange
County as one of America’s Promise Alli-
ance’s “100 Best Communities for Young
People” will be held at 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
Nov. 9, in the Chester Academy audito-
rium (see related story on page 9 for more
information). It will be the first to be rec-
ognized in New York State. Lucky U, along
with other oxga:%gations, partners with
America’s Promise, founded by General
Colin Powell, and supports its goals, espe-
cially community connections for young
people.



